
Gen 37:1-11
God’s Plan for Joseph



Gen 37:1-11
1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the 
land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, 
being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his 
brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his 
father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to 
their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other 
of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he 
made him a robe of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 
hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 
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5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 
brothers they hated him even more. 6 He said to them, “Hear 
this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood 
upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and 
bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are 
you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over 
us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his 
words. 
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9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers 
and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, 
the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to 
me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, 
his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream 
that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your 
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before 
you?” 11 And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father 
kept the saying in mind. 



God’s Providence

God is in control of all things, working out his plan and 

purposes for the world. 

Genesis 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. 



God’s Providence – “He’s in Control”

Isaiah 14:24 The LORD of hosts has sworn: “As I have 
planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand, 

Isaiah 46:10 declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall 
stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ 

Prov 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is 
the purpose of the LORD that will stand. 



God’s Providence – “He’s in Control”

Psalm 139:13–16 13 For you formed my inward parts; you 
knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not 
hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw 
my unformed substance; in your book were written, every 
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet 
there was none of them. 



God’s Providence – “He’s in Control”

Romans 8:28–29 28 And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers. 



Trusting God With Our Days

Mat 6:26–33 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his 
span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither 
toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 



Trusting God With Our Days

30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is 
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do 
not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 



Trusting God With Our Days

Proverbs 3:5–6 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 


