
Christmas in the Movies

Compassion



Luke 4:16-22

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. 
And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written, 18 “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.”



Luke 4:16-22

20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 
on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him 
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from 
his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 



Literal or Spiritual Poor?

Luke 4:18-19  18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 7:22 And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 



The Poor – In the Pentateuch

Deut 15:7–8 7 “If among you, one of your brothers should become 
poor, in any of your towns within your land that the LORD your God 
is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand 
against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him 
and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 

Lev 19:9–10 9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 
not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the 
gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your 
vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your 
vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I 
am the LORD your God. 



The Poor – In Proverbs

Proverbs 17:5 Whoever mocks the poor insults his 
Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go 
unpunished. 

Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends 
to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed. 



The Poor – In the New Testament

James 2:15–16  15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that? 

1 John 3:17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 
God’s love abide in him? 



The Poor – In the Gospels

John 12:8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not 
always have me.

Deut 15:11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your 
brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ 

Matthew 6:2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 

Matthew 25:31-46


